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► Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP)
OSEP’s mission is to improve results for infants, toddlers, children and youths with disabilities, primarily through leadership and financial support to states.  
· OSEP is responsible for the administration of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). 
· IDEA authorizes OSEP to administer the following formula grant programs to states:
· The Grants to States program, which is authorized by Part B Section 611 for children ages 3 through 21;
· The Preschool Grants program, which is authorized by Part B Section 619 for children ages 3 through 5; and 
· The Grants for Infants and Families program, which is authorized by Part C for infants and toddlers ages birth through 2, and their families.
· OSEP also awards competitive, discretionary grants to support research, demonstrations, technical assistance and dissemination, technology, and personnel development and parent training and information centers.  
► Monitoring and State Improvement Planning Division (MSIP)
MSIP, a division within OSEP led by Ruth Ryder, carries out major activities related to IDEA Part B, Section 619, and Part C formula grant programs. 
MSIP is responsible for:

· Reviewing states’ performance plans (SPP) and annual performance reports (APR);
· Administering the formula grant application process; 
· Verifying state systems to ensure consistency with federal requirements; and 
· Administering the Regional Resource Center Program and the Technical Assistance Coordinating Center—key providers in the OSEP-funded technical assistance network.  

Each state educational agency (SEA) and Part C lead agency is assigned a state contact within MSIP to help it meet its IDEA responsibilities. For example, MSIP state contacts:

· Provide state directors and Part C coordinators with all necessary information related to SPPs, APRs and grant applications;
· Review and recommend approval of the state grant application;
· Provide and coordinate technical assistance to SEAs and Part C Lead Agencies; and
· Help parents and other constituents understand the IDEA regulations.
► Research to Practice Division (RTP)
RTP, a division within OSEP led by Larry Wexler, carries out major activities related to IDEA’s discretionary grant programs.  These programs, funded under Part D of IDEA, are designed to support states’ IDEA implementation. Specifically, RTP:

· Helps grantees develop, communicate and use information to improve educational results for infants, toddlers, children and youth with disabilities; and
· Coordinates a systematic approach to program improvement through research, demonstration, outreach, technology development, technical assistance, training, evaluation, personnel development and service delivery.
► Helpful Resources

To support states’ efforts toward improving programs and services to infants, toddlers, children and youths with disabilities and their families, OSEP funds a network of technical assistance centers:  
· Specialty or topical centers are national centers generally funded to address one topic (e.g., dropout prevention) or a group of related topics (e.g., response to intervention).  
· Regional centers like the Regional Resource Center Program or the Regional Parent Technical Assistance Centers serve a particular region of the country. 
· The Technical Assistance and Dissemination Network (TA&D) is funded by OSEP and operated by the Technical Assistance Coordination Center (TACC). 
· The network supports projects that provide information and technical assistance to states, local schools, educational professionals and families. 

· TACC coordinates the network, encouraging collaboration and communication across projects and members. 
· The TA&D Network Web site (www.tadnet.org) provides information about available technical assistance, upcoming conferences, recent guidance, etc.  

· The SPP/APR calendar (http://spp-apr-calendar.tadnet.org) was developed to help states complete their state performance plan and annual performance reports on schedule. States can also access guidance and technical assistance regarding the reports on this Web site.

► Additional Information
Additional information about what OSEP does and how they can assist you is available on the U.S. Department of Education Web site: 
· U.S. Department of Education:
www.ed.gov
· Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services:
www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers
· Office of Special Education Programs:
www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/osep
