Postsecondary Education Programs Network

PEPNet's mission is to improve transition services and educational access for students who are deaf or hard of hearing including those with co-occurring disabilities, thus enhancing educational opportunities. PEPNet provides resources and expertise that enhance educational opportunities for people who are deaf or hard of hearing--including those with co-occurring disabilities. PEPNet staff members work with colleagues at educational institutions, including two- and four-year colleges, universities, secondary education programs, community rehabilitation programs, continuing education programs, adult basic education programs, and vocational and technical training programs. Stakeholders also include students with hearing loss and their families. 

PEPNet's regional centers provide: (1) technical assistance and dissemination activities, such as consultation, in-service training, and planning and development assistance to support the efforts of postsecondary institutions in creating accessible higher education, continuing education, and adult basic education programs; (2) personnel development activities offered through local, state, regional and national trainings, in-person and online; and (3) technology use activities that include ongoing efforts to increase the use of technology in training and technical assistance efforts. PEPNet's national outreach is coordinated through its four regional centers. At the local level, each state's contact person is the gateway to the shared knowledge and best practices of the four regions. PEPNet regional centers work collaboratively to provide a broad variety of best practices and resources to enhance educational opportunities. 

Anticipated outcomes include: (1) increased access to transition resources and postsecondary education/training opportunities with appropriate accommodations for students who are deaf; (2) updated resources and materials for professionals and other stakeholders who work with students who are deaf through local, state, regional, and national professional development, technical assistance, and information dissemination; (3) increased use of technology for student access to instruction as well as to provide personnel development and technical assistance activities; and  (4) expanded collaboration and networking opportunities among state, regional, and national groups to increase availability of services and decrease duplication of efforts. As a result, as students who are deaf transition from secondary educational programs to postsecondary options, they will have a broader range of education and training opportunities with support from professionals who have a greater understanding and ability to provide appropriate accommodations and services.           

